Eighth General Assembly of the EAI
Hotel Beaucour, 5 Rue des Bouchers, Strasbourg 14-15 October 2026

	Tuesday, October 13th, 2026

	16:00 - 18:30
	Registration of participants at Hotel Origami  

	

	Wednesday,  October 14th, 2026

	08:00 - 09:00
	Registration of participants at Hotel Beaucour  

	                    09:00 - 09:15
	Welcome address, structure of the meeting and organizational matters
Wolf Geppert, Stockholm University, SE

	09:15 
	Session I: “Formation of planetary systems and habitable planets” 
Chair: Ewa Szuszkiewicz, University of Szczecin, PL

	09:15 - 09:30
	Life, With and Without Plate Tectonics 
Tilman Spohn, German Aerospace Centre, DE 

	09:30 - 09:35
	Discussion

	09:35 - 09:50
	The effects of large-scale impacts on the depth of groundwater on Mars through time Ina Plesa, German Aerospace Centre, DE

	09:50 - 09:55
	Discussion

	09:55 - 10:10
	Surface-to-ocean material exchange facilitated by impacts and ice shell dynamics on Europa Davide Izzo, German Aerospace Centre, Germany  

	10:10 - 10:15
	Discussion

	10:15 - 10:30
	General Discussion about the future activities of the Working Group “Formation of planetary systems and habitable planets”

	10:30 - 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00
	Session II: “Planetary Environments and Habitability” 
Chair: Ana Catalina Plesa, DLR, DE

	11:00 - 11:15
	Assessing Climate Regimes, Oxygenic Photosynthetic Habitability, and Atmospheric Diagnostics of Terrestrial Exoplanets Giuseppe Murante, INAF, IT

	11:15 - 11:20
	Discussion

	11:20 - 11:35
	Insights into biosignature detection through laboratory 
simulations and space exposure experiments 
Daniela Billi, University of Rome Tor Vergata, IT

	11:35 - 11:40
	Discussion

	11:40 - 11:55
	Alternative Earths and their habitability for complex life Jennifer Sides-Crump, University of Leeds, UK

	11:55 - 12:00
	Discussion

	12:00 - 12:15
	Exploring the habitability of Early Mars 
Emiline Bolmont, University of Geneva, Switzerland

	12:15 - 12:20
	Discussion

	12:20 - 12:35
	Project Team “Mars and the Earthlings”: Achievements so far and future activities Muriel Gargaud, Université Bordeaux, France

	12:35 - 12:40
	Discussion

	12:40 – 13:00
	General Discussion about the plans of the Working Group: “Planetary Environments and Habitability”

	13:00 - 14:30
	Lunch break

	14:30
	Session III: “Biosignatures and the Detection of Life Beyond Earth”
Chair: Daniela Billi, University of Rome Tor Vergata, IT

	14:30 - 14:45
	Diversity of microbial habitats and biosignatures in a shallow, coastal setting on the early Earth Frances Westall, CNRS-Centre de Biophysique Moléculaire, Orléans, FR

	14:45 – 14:50
	Discussion

	14:50 - 15:05
	Supporting the ExoMars mission by detecting anoxygenic microorganisms mixed with an Oxia Planum simulant Mariano Battistuzzi, INAF, IT

	15:05 - 15:10
	Discussion

	15:10 - 15:15
	How can the European Astrobiology Institute help detect biosignatures on habitable exoplanets? José Caballero, Centro de Astrobiologia, ES

	15:15 - 15:20
	Discussion

	15:20 - 15:35
	Implications of niche construction theory for the concept of agnostic biosignatures  Lukáš Likavčan, Slovak Academy of Sciences, SK and Adam Frank, University of Rochester, US 

	15:35 - 15:40
	Discussion

	15:40 – 16:00
	General Discussion about the future activities of the Working Group “Biosignatures and the Detection of Life beyond Earth”

	16:00 - 16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30
	Session IV: Historical, Philosophical, Societal, and Ethical Issues in Astrobiology
Chair: Wolf Geppert, Stockholm University, SE

	16:30 - 16:45
	Reframing planetary protection: integrating scientific standards and legal protection for the conservation of the exogeoheritage Barbara De Toffoli, University of Padova, IT  

	16:45 - 16:50
	Discussion

	
16:50 - 16:55
	Beyond Earth, Within Law: Extraterrestrial Life and the Limits of the Human Legal Order Nicole Green, Northumbria University, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK

	16:55 - 17:00
	Discussion

	17:00 - 17:15
	Will Planetary Protection Survive in the New Age of Space Exploration and Science Diplomacy on 340 Years of Thai-French Relation: Elevating Learning, Research Projects, and Innovation for Gifted Student in Astrobiology toward Human Settlement on Mars and Research on the International Space Station (ISS)? Chatchawal Wongchai, University of Phayao, TH

	17:15 - 17:20
	Discussion

	17:20
	General discussions about the activities of the Working Group “Historical, Philosophical, Societal, and Ethical Issues in Astrobiology”

	20:00
	Dinner at “Chez L’Oncle Freddy” (facultative)

	

	Thursday, October 15th, 2026

	08:30
	Session VI: The pathway to complexity: From Simple Molecules to First Life”
Chair: Dima Semenov, MPI for Astronomy, DE

	08:30 – 08:45
	Molecular Complexity as an Ordering Principle in the Emergence of Coded Chemistry Celia Blanco, Centro de Astrobiología, ES

	08:45 – 08:50
	Discussion

	08:50 – 09:05
	IR-COASTER: an astrobiology and astrochemistry experiment returned from the International Space Station. Preliminary results
Hervé Cottin, Université Paris-Est Creteil, FR

	09:05 – 09:10
	Discussion

	09:10 – 09:25
	Mineral Surfaces as Catalysts and Preservation Niches for Prebiotic Molecules in planetary environments Eva Mateo-Marti, Centro de Astrobiología, ES

	09:25 – 09:30
	Discussion

	09:30 – 09:45
	General Discussion about the future activities of the Working Group: “The pathway to complexity”

	09:45
	Session VII: Outreach, Public Engagement and Media
Chair: José Caballero, Centro de Astrobiología, ES

	09:45 – 10:00
	AstroBioArt Lab (ASTRAL) – an EAI Project Team Anna Steward, CNRS, FR

	10:00 – 10:05
	Discussion

	10:05 – 10:20
	Carl Sagan Month: Bringing astrobiology closer to people Julie Nekola Nováková Charles University Prague, CZ 

	10:20 – 10:25
	Discussion

	10:25 – 10:40
	General Discussion about the future activities of the Working Group: “Outreach, Public Engagement and Media”

	10:40 – 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15
	Session VII: Evolution and Traces of Early Life and Life under Extreme Conditions Chair: Yannick Lara, University of Liége, BE

	11:15 - 11:30
	European Astrobiology in the Post-ISS Transition Adrenne Kish, MNHM, Paris, FR

	11:30 - 11:35
	Discussion

	11:35 - 11:50
	Per aspera ad astra: sulfidic caves as analogs for extraterrestrial chemosynthetic ecosystems Jean-François Flot, Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), BE

	11:50 – 11:55
	Discussion

	11:55 – 12:10
	From hypersaline lakes to a cosmopolitan polyextremophilic lineage: Genomic insights into Candidatus Salsurabacteriota Michael C. Macey, Open University, UK

	12:10 – 12:15
	Discussion

	12:15 – 12:30
	General Discussion about the future activities of the Working Group: “Evolution and Traces of Early Life and Life under Extreme Conditions”

	12:30 - 14:30
	Lunch break: Lunch 13:00 at Bravo ! (facultative)

	14:30
	General Assembly of the European Astrobiology Institute

	16:00 - 16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30
	General Assembly of the European Astrobiology Institute



