
EUROPEAN ASTROBIOLOGY
INSTITUTE

Taking European Astrobiology Research, Training and 
Education one step further



BACKGROUND

ÅAstrobiology institutes uniting severalinstitutions exist in 
severalcountries, Most famouslyNAI (USA), founded1998

ÅIn Europe
ÅEANA and local and regional networks exist
Å2 very successful recent initiatives (COST Action, European

Astrobiology Campus EAC))
ÅMomentum of these initiatives should be kept

ÅAstroMap report (under FP 7) recommendsEuropean
Astrobiology Platform or Institute



GENERAL FEATURES OF THE EUROPEAN 
ASTROBIOLOGY INSTITUTE

ÅVirtual Institute foundedby research and higher educationinstitutions and 
organisations (no buillding )

ÅInclusive but manageable

ÅCollaborations of institutions not individuals

ÅLocal team coordinator at eachentity

ÅManageablesizeof structures and organic growth

ÅMemberscanbe both Higher Educationand Research Institutions and 
enterprises, museums, governmental and NGOs etc.

ÅAvoid doubling of existing structures (EANA, ISSOL) 

ÅWide range of activities (Science, Training, Outreach, Networking, Meetings)



STRUCTUREOFTHE EAI

ÅA General Assembly 
Åacting as the highest decision-making 

body of the EAI, 

ÅWorking Groups with responsibility 
for scientific themes and fields of 
activities 

ÅA Management Committee consisting 
of the chair, vice chair(s) and the 
Working Group Leaders 

ÅAn Executive Committee for the day-to-
day administration of the EAI.

ÅHost Institution (planned European 
Science Foundation)



SCIENTIFICWORKINGGROUPS

ÅFormation of planetary systems and detection of habitable planets and 
moons

ÅEarly earth environment and habitability

ÅThe pathway to complexity: From simple molecules to first life

ÅEarly life and life under extreme conditions, and their signatures

ÅBiosignatures and methods for detection of life on other celestial 
bodies

ÅHistorical , philosophical, societal and ethical issues in astrobiology



ACTIVITY WORKING GROUPS

ÅApproach to governmental and intergovernmental organisation 
and funding (Funding and Policy)

ÅEuropean Astrobiology Campus EAC as training organisation 
(Universities)

ÅEducation (Schools)

ÅOutreach (General public)

ÅDissemination and  Intellectual Output 

(ScientificCommunity)

ÅIndustry Liasion

ÅField sites

ÅAccess to Research Infrastructures The European Astrobiology Campus 
ɀan Erasmus+ StrategicPartnership
highlighted as successstory by the EU



TRAINING ACTIVITIES(EAC)
ÅProduction of training and education 

material

ÅTraining events

Ɇ "ÁÓÉÃ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÉÎ ÁÓÔÒÏÂÉÏÌÏÇÙ

ÅSpecialisedtraining schools in sub-fields 
(preferably involving field exercises)

ÅTraining events for generic skills

ÅCollection of astrobiology lectures available 
on-line (astrobiovideo.com)

ÅDevelopment of courses together with 
students / early career scientists

Dating a small impact crater
during a Summer schoolat Saaremaa, EE 


